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Chairman’s report
Some assistance from Janus would
always be welcome when I come to
write this report. I have to look
backwards and forwards at the same
time. As many friends on the river know
I have had neck problems recently. An
occupational hazard?
Most recently I can report another successful and well
attended AGM held at Highbullen Hotel on 23 March.
A summary of proceedings can be found on our
website.
The 2011 season started well enough with some good
springers caught early on and a surprising number of
kelts. (Did this mean more survived spawning and if
so why? Or as some people think were the low water
conditions through the winter insufficient to sweep
them out to sea post spawning?) Problems were soon
upon us though. As with 2010, drought conditions set
in making the river effectively unfishable for two
months from early April. Unfortunately this drought
lasted even longer on the Upper Taw. There were
plenty of fish in the river at the back end, though they
were often skittish and difficult to catch. Post season
there were reports of large numbers of fish high up on
all parts of the system. We hope that they all spawned
successfully despite very heavy water conditions
which caused the cancellation of the annual redd
count expedition with our EA friends.
Last season's rod catch was 353 salmon and 602 sea
trout compared with 178 and 395 respectively in
2010. Of these we returned 70% and 71%
respectively. A good percentage, but we can still
improve on this and allow more of our fish to head
towards Dartmoor and Exmoor. (The following
extract from the spring edition of S&TA's Gamefisher
magazine caught my eye: "By releasing one extra
salmon a season anglers make a significant
contribution to fisheries management. An angler who

releases several hen salmon is effectively a one-man
hatchery.") The estuary netsmen took 52 salmon and
107 sea trout last season. How many were Torridge
fish? How many were Upper Taw fish? How many
were Mole and Bray fish? These are interesting but
unanswerable questions.
The website continues to be improved and members
with constructive suggestions are asked to email our
Secretary. Under Current News members can follow
the progress of our Access over Weirs Project which
has real impetus behind it now, thanks to the excellent
working partnership between the Association itself,
the Westcountry Rivers Trust and the EA. We can tick
the boxes for Head Weir, Clapworthy, Irishman's
Wall and Skaigh. By the end of this season we should
be able to do the same for Colleton and Sticklepath;
North Wyke and Rashleigh should follow; always
bearing in mind the funding requirement.
Webcam coverage is now complete with the addition
of a camera at Garage Pool on the Upper Taw below
Eggesford. The three webcams are complemented by
regularly updated river reports: Richard Nickell, who
runs Blakewell Fisheries, for the Lower Taw; Peter
Tyjas, who runs the Devon School of Fly-Fishing
from the Fox & Hounds, for the Upper Taw; and
Chris Taylor, who now runs his own fisheries
management business for the benefit of riparian
owners on the Taw system, for the Mole. I hope they
will have plenty of good fishing news for us and that
their reports will encourage more fishermen to head to
the river more often.
Unintended consequences are always welcome,
provided that they are positive. The construction of
Head Weir Falls and the Larinier fish-pass installed at
Clapworthy has led to a flurry of activity by riparian
owners on the Mole and Bray - coppicing, fencing and
bank work generally - the result of their seeing (and

catching) more fish in better condition
above the former obstructions. As
proof, note that three Mole beats had
about 30 salmon each and one had
almost 80 sea trout. I am hopeful that
the weir work on the Upper Taw will have the same
effect. It should be noted however that the true benefit
of improving access over weirs will only come when
the full spawning cycle has been completed by our
migratory fish. Patience is required. We are not
making instant coffee.

salmon were caught and a few early sea trout. Is it too
much to hope that Dartmoor and Exmoor have
returned to being the sponges they used to be so that
we do not face the usual feast and famine? The
repeated rounds of droughts followed by quick and
dirty spates in the last two seasons have given us
shorter fishing windows and are damaging to the fish
population; this year though huge amounts of rain in
late April and early May have given us a very big
river. It bodes well for the season, so let's keep our
fingers crossed for a successful 2012.

Alex Gibson
RTFA Chairman

A wet winter has meant that the river held up well in
the early part of the new season. Some good spring

Hon. Treasurer’s Report
RTFA raised £200 less in 2011 than 2010, largely reflecting a dip in donations. Costs were up in respect of
stationery, the new Best Practice Guide and the website, £400 in total. The website itself was a one-off cost of £327.
The net effect was to reduce the year-end transfer to the River Taw Trust to £756, down £600 on 2010.
Retirements and those who left for other reasons reduced our membership by a net 2, despite our recruiting 6 new
members. This shows how hard we have to work to maintain numbers.
This is a matter for us all, not just the Committee. So please encourage everyone who fishes your water or
others that you know, to join if they are not already members.
The Trust received £756 from the RTFA account at year-end and this is ring-fenced to help enhance the system.
Auction proceeds at the AGM amounted to £1,954. Thank you to all who contributed Lots and to Chris Taylor and
Bryan Martin for their organisation. Overall, funds in the River Taw Trust increased by £2,787.
Finally – SUBSCRIPTIONS for 2012 are now DUE
They remain at:
Full Members (Riparian Owners)
£35
Associate Members
£15
If you have not paid, think about a Bankers Order to save reminders in future. I shall be pleased to provide the
instruction pro forma
Otherwise send your subscription to:
Mac McCarthy,Red Lion Cottage, The Square, North Molton, North Devon EX36 3HR

Mac McCarthy. Hon. Treasurer

Secretary’s Report
It has been a fascinating first year as Secretary as my knowledge of the Taw catchment has been rapidly expanded for example I never thought I would learn about the sex life and habitat of Pearl Mussels! I would like to thank all
those members of the Association who have fielded my questions about what we do and why we do it.
I have one major request for every member. We have a constantly changing and incomplete list of email addresses.
With the costs of postage rising, it would help to keep members informed and to keep costs down if we could use
email more.
Please will every member with an email facility
contact me as soon as possible with their current e-address.
My details are: mrgeorgemarsh@yahoo.co.uk
If you do not have an email, current lines of communication will be kept open.
I was down fishing the Mole in the first week in May and the river was in prime condition. I hope that all members
enjoy good sport at some time this season.
George Marsh. Hon Secretary
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Westcountry Rivers Trust
Norman Maclean said, “Eventually, all
things merge into one, and a river runs
through it”.
These words have an emotional
resonance with many who love rivers and the quote is
sometimes thought to be a reflection on life, and the
humble acceptance of our lack of control over our
course through it. In my view there is also a very real
and practical meaning to the quote: Rivers are a
continuum of interdependent habitats from source to
sea and to thrive they need their linear connectivity;
this connectivity is broken by every man-made weir
or dam. It is for this reason that the Trust is so
delighted to work on the Taw where it has been
decided that we should strive to unbridle the river
from its industrial past by removing or easing manmade obstacles to let it run wild once more.
Our work to achieve this ‘perfect state’ continues
apace. Clapworthy Weir has been replaced with a
naturalised ramp with multi-species fish pass opening
up many miles of the upper Bray, which would
normally be very difficult for fish to reach under most
flow conditions. The flow-gauging weir at Irishman’s
Wall has been removed in collaboration with the
Environment Agency and South West Water.
Sticklepath weir will have pre-barriers installed pass
this Spring. In addition the Trust has undertaken a
full design and licensing process for the addition of a
fish pass to Colleton Weir; the civil engineering will
now be taken forward by the Environment Agency.
The Trust has also applied for funds from the national
Catchment Restoration Fund to remove the disused
weir at North Wyke and we are preparing a wider

Catchment Restoration Fund bid for the whole of the
River Taw delivering river restoration and weir
removal from source to sea; this larger bid will focus
on issues identified by the catchment-wide walkover
surveys undertaken in the previous two years by the
Trust.
The work delivered and planned
represents a very substantial
investment but are we achieving success? Early
indications are that the approach is having the desired
results. I have been told in hushed tones at various
meetings that the numbers of fish above the weir
removal sites have increased to unprecedented levels.
I have also been shown video and had verbal reports
of the endangered Sea Lamprey spawning upstream of
these fish access projects for the first time. These
reports cannot be used to confirm success - this will
have to wait for the official surveys carried out by the
Environment Agency – but I am confident that the
fishermen who pass on these observations are
experienced naturalists and that their observations
represent good intelligence on the direction of travel,
which is upwards. We will continue to work on the
River Taw both directly on the Taw Access over
Weirs Project and in other areas where we feel the
river needs protection or restoration but none of our
work would be possible without the unflinching
support of the River Taw Fisheries Association and
their members and supporters and without the kind
support and permission of the landowners and riparian
owners across the whole catchment and as always
with the help of the Environment Agency.

Dr Dylan Bright, Trust Director

SOUTH WEST RIVERS ASSOCIATION
PROGRESS SUMMARY
SWRA central purpose is the support of individual
rivers, either as a sounding board or by active
intervention. This summary focuses on some more
generic matters.

Authorities are bound by the Sandford Principle – in
any conflict between recreational access and
conservation this requires them to give greater weight
to conservation.

2012 AGM
The 100 members and supporters present were treated
to presentations from
 Orri Vigfusson, Chairman of the North
Atlantic Salmon Fund and our Patron,
on the on-going work of NASF
 Dr Dylan Bright, Director of
Westcountry Rivers Trust, on the Trust’s
work which is benefitting from
considerable success in obtaining project
funds
 Professor Ken Whelan, Research
Director of the Atlantic Salmon Trust his talk, titled ‘The Salmon at Sea
Programme- Lifting the Lid on the
SALSEA Toolbox’ revealed fascinating
insights into the life of our salmon at sea

POLITICS, POLICY AND PARTNERSHIP
The Government clearly intends to
reduce bureaucracy, and get rid of
many quangos. This has great significance for SWRA,
its member river associations, and the way our rivers
and their fisheries are managed.

HYDROGENERATION
This continues to produce the biggest workload at
River, Regional and National level. SWRA is not
opposed in principle but insists on proper protection
of flows, wetted areas and fish passage, and has
successfully supported several rivers in opposing
schemes or ensuring adequate protection.
Roger Furniss is a member of the National Group
reviewing the unsatisfactory Good Practice
Guidelines - a public consultation on a draft with
much better flow protection conditions is expected
soon.
WATER FRAMEWORK DIRECTIVE
Many rivers, including the Taw, are benefitting from
the extra funding from Defra achieved by the
threatened Judicial Review by Angling Trust and
WWF, A notable feature is the welcome involvement
of river associations and Westcountry Rivers Trust in
delivering improvements, especially to fish passage.
EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK AND CANOEING
Exmoor National Park Authority has
been reviewing its Strategic Plan,
which includes policies on canoe
access and salmon conservation. The
Taw, Lyn and Exe associations have
agreed to work together to lobby the Authority to
ensure full protection of their interests. National Park

The long existence of statutory advisory committees
working to influence local and national policy has
ended. Many Council members have sat on these
committees over many years, including the last
Regional Fisheries, Ecology and Recreation Advisory
Committee. At least three of the past Chairmen of
these committees have been Council Members. There
is concern that the loss of a statutory role will reduce
our ability to influence but in reality such influence
has steadily waned over the years.
In a public consultation on post-RFERAC liaison
Defra made it clear that it favoured voluntary
arrangements with existing ‘stakeholder groups’. We
supported this approach and cited our twice-yearly
formal Liaison Meetings with Agency management,
and the regional Hatchery Group as examples of good
practice. This is being built on at individual river level
with the establishment of partnership arrangements to
deliver Water Framework Directive actions, Salmon
Action Plans, and other environmental improvement.
A key feature of these groups is that they focus on
actions rather than merely being talking shops.
The focus on action is timely given the reduction in
Agency funding and its reduced capability. We will
inevitably disagree at times – the threatened Judicial
Review on WFD, hydro-generation policy, and the
failure to deal with over-abstraction are examples.
However this should never stop us cooperating
wherever we have common cause to protect our rivers
and fisheries.
If any reader would like more detail
on these or other topics Roger Furniss can be
contacted at swra@furniss2733.fsnet.co.uk

River Taw Fisheries Association. AGM and Dinner
Friday 22nd March 2013. Highbullen Hotel

Roger Furniss,
SWRA Secretary

Updates from the Environment Agency
The past year has been a time of uncertainty in the
Environment Agency as we have had to adjust to the
effect of our share of the cuts in public spending.
Although this has resulted in the loss of a number of
experienced staff, happily, the North Devon
Environment Management team was not greatly
affected, and locally it is very much business as usual
- at least for the time being!
Offsetting the cuts to the core budget, has (quite
surprisingly) been a great increase in the money
available to do works on the ground, most notably to
deliver actions to help achieve compliance with the
Water Framework Directive. The WFD is going to
become increasingly important in deciding where and
how we target our money and effort. The Upper Taw,
(and also the Barnstaple Yeo) which have been
identified as a priority water bodies have already
benefitted from WFD funding and several important
actions have been completed or are underway
Elsewhere, we have dedicated
walkover officers who will focus
on identifying reasons for failures
by carrying out detailed catchment
walks and then generating actions
to address these. We then seek to implement the
actions making use of any partnership opportunities.
We continue to work well with the River Taw
Fisheries Association in the delivery of key actions to
benefit the Taw fishery.

The science tells us that the salmon stock on the Taw
continues to improve which is encouraging. However
we all need to do a lot to ensure this trend continues.
Improving the water quality and habitat are central to
the process, but it is also important to protect those
fish that manage to return to the river. The North
Devon environment officers (Bob, Jerry and Paul)
continue to put time (at all times of the day and night)
to anti-poaching works. These efforts have met with
some success, but we still make a plea for anyone
seeing suspicious activity to report it straight away to
our Freephone number 0800 807060.
We believe that a real threat to returning salmon and
sea trout is the ability for drift netting for sea fish to
take place in the estuary with very few regulatory
controls. We have met with members of the RTFA
and of the Devon and Severn IFCA to discuss the
introduction of legislation to provide appropriate
controls. Taking this forward over the coming months
will be a priority. We look forward to another year of
working with the RTFA to benefit the Taw fishery
and the river as a whole. Much remains to be done,
but the enthusiasm on all sides to take matters
forwards, and the currently favourable financial
position provides a good platform for making some
real progress.

Chris Lawson.
Environment Agency

Walkover Survey
We are involved with the walkover
survey undertaken jointly with the
Westcountry Rivers Trust. We also
work with the EA on a partnership
basis to look at the system top down.
The walkover survey of the upper catchment areas
highlighted the need to deal with barriers which as
you will know from the Chairman’s Report is well in
hand and is currently the main focus of our
fundraising. The other main dimension is the river
habitat both in-stream and on banks. The River Bray
was highlighted in the context of trash dams and three
large ones have been removed by volunteers. A small
weir was also removed at a cost of only £50, part
volunteer and part necessary specialist labour.
We have therefore made a small start but need to draw
on further volunteers who can work in their own
areas. Please let me know if you are interested so that
we can undertake works with our partners on a
complementary basis. The best interests of the river

match the best interests of us fishers, so do please try
to do your part. Thank you.
We do not sit on a large pile of cash,
much as we would all wish that were the case. The
Association therefore needs to prioritise the work that
we can undertake and assess the viability of such
works, including the fundraising which often then
follows. In that context we seek opportunities to raise
external funds either on a matched funding basis or
from sources willing to support environmental works.
These efforts continue with our colleagues. The
Biosphere project focussing on the River Mole from
South Molton to the junction with the River Bray is an
example of cooperation with the WRT and the EA
and matched funding is available for habitat, the Pearl
Mussel Survey and farm surveys. We have provided
assistance and advised riparian interests about the
project which we hope will result in mutual benefits.

E. W McCarthy.

If you want to know……..
About the state of the river and for fishing reports visit the River Taw Fisheries Association Web Site on
http://www.rivertawfisheries.co.uk
and click on the web-cam for: the Lower Taw, the Upper Taw or Mole

Net Limitation Order/Best Practice Guide
The renewal of the net limitation order for the
Taw/Torridge Estuary has been agreed by the
Environment Agency. The former NLO was three
reducing to nil over time. The new order will
acknowledge the three remaining nets on a continuing
basis pending retirement, in line with the agreement at
the time of the original net buy-out. The amended
target limit is now one net,
acknowledging
a
slight
improvement in Conservation Limit
levels on both rivers and the
expectation that targets in that
context will be achieved on the Torridge by 2015. In
practical terms this is unlikely to affect the status quo.
The other aspect in the E.A thinking is that they could
consider introducing bag limits for the nets if they
were to catch excessive numbers of migratory fish.
We and the Torridge have accepted this outcome and
will take stock before the next renewal in 10 years’
time.

At the time of the buy-out it was expected to see a
good number of additional migratories pass upstream
with the reduced netting. In the 6 years when netting
occurred prior to the buy-out, the average number of
salmon taken by the nets per annum was 801 and sea
trout 500. In the 10 years post buy-out average
numbers have been 95 salmon and 96 sea trout. The
escapement was as hoped for with salmon but lower
with sea trout reflecting a general reduction in sea
trout levels, a problem common throughout the southwest. This was discussed at the NLO review and in
response the RTFA committee has agreed to introduce
a voluntary code of catch and release for sea trout
under 1lb and over 4lb. This change is reflected in the
Best Practice Code which is being distributed this
year. The aim is to maximise spawning and restore
sea trout numbers over time.

E. W McCarthy.

TWO RIVERS
The Taw and the Torridge? No, the Taw and the
Danube - much more interesting.

closing the river bed: seasonal disasters only to be
righted by months of dyking and dredging."

The long list of things that need to be done on the
Taw to return it to its former excellence can be
daunting to think about, though good progress is
being made. A book that I read recently put this into
better perspective.

He talks about the hundreds of underwater streams
that feed the river, the rolling gravel, the millions of
tons of alluvia always on the move, boulders
bounding along through troughs and chasms, the river
tearing off huge fragments of rock and trundling them
along in the dark and slowly grinding them down to
pebbles, then gravel, then grit and finally sand.

In 1933, at the age of 18, Patrick Leigh Fermour, later
to become a famous travel writer, set out from
Holland across pre-war Europe to walk up the Rhine
and down the Danube, with Constantinople his
ultimate goal. His second book ‘Between the Woods
and the Water’ describes the Danube section of the
walk. When he reaches the famous Iron Gates on the
border of Romania and what was then Yugoslavia, the
river and the fish in it really come into play.
On the Taw we have currents, droughts, spates and
storms; we have erosion and bank problems; we have
cold winters and even on occasion hot summers.
But consider this: "Terrible southeasterly
storms
(the
Kossovar
Winds)....reach a speed of 50 or 60
miles an hour and turn the river into a
convulsed inferno, unmasting ships,
smashing panes and sending strings of barges to the
bottom. In autumn, when the water level drops and
the steppe-like country dries up like an oven, gales
turn into dust storms and strip one bank of the river to
the water level, eroding it sometimes to the point of
overflow and flood; while simultaneously at amazing
speed, instantaneous dunes build up the other bank
with shoals and sand-banks, blocking channels and

"In winter the river freezes over within forty-eight
hours and a solid lid of ice shuts over it, growing
thicker as the winter advances. Woe betide unwary
ships that are caught in it! When the water expands
into ice, hulls crack like walnuts." His pilot had said:
"We put a bucket of water on the bridge and keep
dipping our hands in when the temperature drops and
make for safety at the first ice-needle."
On the Taw, now that Head Weir Fish Farm has been
bought out and Head Weir Falls constructed, weirs
have only historical connections to mills and no
commercial value. There are to date no hydro
schemes. We have an Access over Weirs Project well
underway now which aims to remove or improve
access over all these obstructions. The Danube
unfortunately has moved in the opposite direction.
In 1933 Patrick Leigh Fermour could hear “the
occasional splash, a reminder of all the shoals on the
move and the seventy different kinds of fish that
haunted the Danube and that could swim a thousand
miles uphill (sic) into the heart of Europe with not a
single dam to bar the way".

However when Leigh Fermour returned after the war
a huge hydro-electric dam had been built by the
Yugoslavs and the Romanians. (There are now two
dams: Iron Gate 1 completed in 1974 and Iron Gate 2
completed in 1984.) The island on which he had spent
a night, Ada Kaleh, and which had been a tiny
Moslem enclave one mile long, peopled by Turkish
descendants of the soldiers of one of the earlier
sultans who invaded the Balkans, was eighteen
fathoms underwater and "one-hundred and thirty
miles of the Danube had been turned into a vast pond
which had swollen and blurred the course of the river
beyond recognition. In everything but economics the
damage is irreparable. The freedom of the pre-war
Danube was gone forever." Fish were no longer able
to travel upstream unimpeded.

fishing. This fish is apparently not a good swimmer,
but a good climber, able to lock itself to the river-bed.
In earlier times it made the precarious spawning
journey upstream through the underwater cataracts at
the Iron Gates. No longer. Incidentally the world
record for this fish is 994 lbs and the fish was 135
years old.

Intrigued, I did some research. The
results were fascinating. Many more
dams have been built up and down
the Danube since Leigh Fermour's
time, breaking it up into smaller
sections and these dams have had transforming
effects. The Iron Gate Dams themselves catch 20
million tons of sediment each year, locking in
hazardous and toxic matter from upstream and
causing erosion problems downstream. Two species
of fish in particular seem to have suffered, the Danube
salmon and the Danube sturgeon. Believe it or not
there is a Danube salmon, hucho hucho, commonly
called huchen or taimen. It is of the salmonid family,
migrating upriver and carving out redds to spawn. The
world record fish, 130lbs, was caught on rod and line
in Yugoslavia in 1938..... though perhaps not on the
fly. It is now on Europe's most endangered list. The
Danube sturgeon is also on this list and is rapidly
dying out, the result of dams, pollution and over-

The scale of the man-made and natural problems on
the great Danube is staggering. (For example it has
lost 80% of its former wetlands.) How much better
placed we are on the Taw? Putting to one side the
marine survival threat to our salmon and sea trout,
everything is capable of improvement and is to a great
extent within our own hands with the RTFA and its
members, the Environment Agency, the Westcountry
Rivers Trust, the South West Rivers Association and
others working effectively together in partnership.

Who would be a riparian owner or fisherman on the
Danube? Who would take the job of Chairman of the
River Danube Fisheries Association? The Taw is 72
km long and flows through Barnstaple; its system is
contained within Devon. The Danube, otherwise
known as the European Amazon, is 2,557km long and
flows through: Vienna, Bratislava, Budapest and
Belgrade; its system is contained within 14 countries.

Amazingly I did find evidence of what might be
termed a "Danube Access over Weirs Project" at least
as regards the Iron Gate Dams where the FAO, the
International Commission for the Protection of the
Danube River and the Governments of Romania and
Serbia have concluded that installing fish passes is
feasible. If I were a Danube sturgeon and salmon
fisherman I would not be holding my breath.

Alex Gibson

Salmon & Trout Association
Fly Fishing Instruction for Children
Thanks to the continuing and
generous support by the Taw and
Torridge Fisheries Associations the
Devon Branch of the Salmon &
Trout Association arranged two
days of instruction in the art of fly fishing for children
aged 9 to 16 years last year. Both events were held at
the Exe Valley Fishery near Dulverton by kind
invitation of Nick Hart. This fishery is ideal for
beginners and all 22 children left with at least one fine

Trout for their supper. Excellent instruction in safety,
casting and insects was given by Bryan Martin and
Ian Sorenson, without whose enthusiasm and skill
these days could not take place.
This year the Branch has organized children’s days on
10 June and 28 October and anyone with young
children/grandchildren, who might be interested,
should let me know.

The Angling Trust - Our Mission:
 Promote angling
Campaign for anglers' rights and the environment
 Lobby governments and agencies
 Protect our waterways and marine environment
 Develop angling as a sport for young and old
 Support angling interests



Read more and JOIN NOW at www.anglingtrust.net

Duncan Michie

To fish pass or not to fish pass
Much like land, no more salmon and trout rivers are being made. When a farmer seeks to increase the number of
livestock on his farm he either increases productivity, or buys more land. The same analogy applies to rivers. We can
‘increase productivity’ by improving habitat and carrying capacity of a particular reach and we can “buy more land”
by restoring fish to sections with limited or no access. This is often the most cost effective and sustainable way of
increasing fish population and compensating for the thorny problems of reducing egg survival in the main channel
due to sedimentation and declining marine survival.
The preferred option should always be weir removal but this is often unfeasible and so fish passes are needed. These
can range from a few hours with a jack hammer to £500k projects. Costs and complexity increase with river size and
range of species.
It is only the first stage to get the fish past the obstructions. For rivers such as the Wye, Usk and Taw where the bulk
of salmon runs are fish that spend 2 winters in freshwater, 2 in the sea and then 1 in the river spawning; it takes 5
years to complete a life cycle. How many life cycles it takes to fully populate the re-opened area depends on the
homing population and the size of area.
In 2004 at a cost of £800 Wye & Usk Foundation (WUM) put a fish pass on some bridge footings on a tributary of
the Usk called the Rhiangoll that were made impassable in 1997. This opened up 8.8km of excellent nursery habitat.

From 2005-2009 we found low levels of salmon in the new section reliant on straying adults,
but in 2010 the progeny of the first pair came back fully utilising the habitat.

Note that we will not see full benefit of this fish pass built in 2004 in the salmon rod catch
until 2009's fry return in 2012 and 2013.

The other interesting thing has been the increase in the populations of trout upstream. No longer reliant on small
resident fish with low numbers of eggs, larger main stem trout and seatrout can now have access and have filled the
gravel beds with eggs. As a result the juvenile trout/seatrout population has more than doubled in the 11km upstream
of the fish pass. There has been no drop in the trout population below. This is worth around 7,000 6" trout/seatrout
smolts each year to the Usk and full benefit was realised within 3 years of construction as trout had been trying to
home back to this area but had previously been prevented by the bridge footings. This is more akin to the potential
time lines of the benefits of the removal of Head Weir.
On a much larger scale, the River Lugg (and its principal tributary the Arrow) is a Wye tributary with a catchment
area a bit bigger than the Taw. The upper reaches were blocked by old mill weirs centuries ago. In the 70's and 80's a
new series of weirs and 'improvements' to existing ones meant the annual redd counts that once measured in the
thousands reduced to what could be counted on two hands. In 2001 WUF and EA set about re-opening the whole
catchment. It has cost £1m to build the 26 fish passes and remove 2 weirs. Monitoring has shown a strong population
of salmon establishing in the lower Arrow and middle Lugg. In 2008 salmon spawned in the Hindwell (upper Lugg
tributary) for the first time. In 2011 they reached the upper Arrow.
Grove farm weir on the Arrow
with its new baulk fish pass.

This is a classic case study of how "nature abhors a vacuum" and it is fascinating and inspiring in equal measure to
observe salmon refilling this catchment, but we need to temper expectations for the fishery again. Capital works
started in 2002 and will finish this year. We expect the first noticeable returns to the salmon rod fishery next year
and from then it will be much like a tap slowly opening, numbers will rise to reach 'full flow' sometime around 2025
and continue as long as salmon have a place in the Wye.
In 1988 the Tweed Foundation embarked on a similar programme on their lowest tributary, the Whiteadder which is
about half the size of the Lugg. The process of colonisation has been documented and can be viewed on:
http://tweedfoundation.org.uk/FAQs/Hatchery_FAQ.pdf . After full access was restored in the early 1990s, it was
not until 2002 that Whiteadder salmon rod catches first exceeded 150 and they had reached 700 by 2009.
In summary restoring fish access is the most sustainable way of enhancing a river’s fishery and usually the most
cost effective. After the initial capital investment there are no further costs, but we need to be patient.

Simon Evans.
Deputy Director Wye & Usk Foundation.

River Taw Byelaws
Seasons
Salmon
Sea Trout & Brown Trout

1 March to 30 September
15 March to 30 September

Methods
Fly fishing permitted all season
Spinning permitted until 31 March
No other method or bait fishing permitted
Limits
Salmon
No salmon to be retained before 16 June
No salmon greater than 70cms in length to be retained after 31 July
Salmon bag limits
2 fish in any 24 hour period
3 fish in any 7 day period
10 fish in a season
No rod caught salmon to be sold or offered for sale
Sea Trout bag limits

5 fish in any 24 hour period
15 fish in any 7 day period
40 fish in a season
Size limit 25cms
No rod caught sea trout to be sold or offered for sale
Brown Trout

Size limit 20cms

Please remember our Voluntary Code
and return ALL Sea Trout under 1lb and over 4lb.
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