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Chairmans Letter
Gordon Murray
2020 was an extraordinary year for all of us. We all
hope that 2021, with a huge national vaccination
program now in operation, will allow us to see some
return to normality. Above all, we all hope that we
can soon travel and meet our families and friends
safely.

Mystery object
Can you identify this mystery object.
The answer is given at the end of the
newsletter.

Planning for a better time ahead, the TFC Committee
has decided that we would write to all members to
give an update of the club’s recent activities and to
give notice of the plans we have for the coming
season (Covid restrictions permitting).
I hope you enjoy this newsletter and I welcome your
comments and feedback.
Gordon Murray
Chairman
Taw Fishing Club

Members News
New Members & Current Recruitment
We have accepted five new members for the
2021 season which brings our total
membership to 39. Given that less than twothirds of our members fished last season and
that bank workdays are usually attended by
around a dozen members, we need to attract
a number of (ideally) younger members to
ensure the necessary conservation, bank and
river work is maintained. We would also be

Honorary Members

delighted to see some women join the club

In the last year, the TFC Committee has

again. It is certainly not our intention that the

awarded Honorary Memberships to two of its

TFC becomes an exclusively male bastion!

Full Members. Peter Vanstone has been a Full
Member of the TFC for over fifty years joining

Whilst we will advertise for a further five new

in 1970! He has regularly supported the club

members for the coming season, referrals

over half a century and is unquestionably our

from existing TFC members are particularly

longest serving member. There are few of us

welcome.

in the TFC who have a fraction of the skills
and experience of fishing for salmon, sea

We understand that younger members often

trout or brown trout in the South-West that

are financially constrained. (Junior members

Peter has accumulated over the years.

do not pay any fee). Accordingly, we would
consider the relevance of a work-based

Pete Tyjas has been a member of the TFC for

joining and/or annual fee for younger and

twenty years. He is one of the best-known fly

fitter members willing to dedicate to the club

fishermen in the UK and has written and

a fixed number of hours of river work. We

broadcast regularly in the fishing media. He

welcome your suggestions that reduce the

originally set up the influential Devon School

barriers to younger men and women joining

of Flyfishing, based at the Fox & Hounds

and enjoying the TFC and its beautiful waters.

Hotel on the Taw…

Members News
… and more recently, he has set up and
edits the beautifully produced and
written Fly Culture Magazine https://
flyculturemag.com/ and an associated
Fly Culture podcast in which he
interviews a number of distinguished
guests on a wide range of fishing
related issues.

John Vernon
The TFC would like to extend to Tina and
John Vernon’s family our deepest sympathies
Pete has always been an excellent club
member and has given freely the benefit
of his skills and experience as a tutor to
our members in a number of riverside
seminars over the years. I am delighted
to note that Gerald Spiers, Pete’s
successor at the DSF wishes also to
have a similar arrangement with the
TFC. We would wish to arrange a
flyfishing skills half day seminar with
Gerald sometime in this coming season.
The TFC now has four honorary
members. We wish them all well and
would be delighted to see them on our
waters this coming season.

at the passing (non-Covid related) of John
Vernon last Summer.
Despite not living locally, John was a very
loyal and tireless member and supporter of
our club. He invariably attended our bank
days and other meetings regardless of having
to drive to and from Oxfordshire often on the
same day.
He and Tina, as a couple, were dedicated
brown trout and sea-trout enthusiasts.
John’s commitment and love for our Devon
rivers will be missed by all of us. I am also
delighted that Tina hopes to rekindle her own
interest in flyfishing with us next season.

Conservation
It is remarkable how much a spate-fed river like the
Taw changes every year. Bends get smoothed out,
trees are washed away and woody debris is
deposited - often in the middle of favourite fishing
spots. And the beautiful trees and hedges lining the
banks of the Taw continue to grow … and grow!
This means that tree management and maintaining
river access is a major and ongoing task along our
five miles of water. Alas, we also have the everpresent spectre of bank erosion and the related
problem of water and riverbed quality. Silt
deposition is in part a function of the local soil
structure but it can also be a consequence of poor
farm practice. And I have not even mentioned
invasive species yet!
The TFC is committed to leaving the river Taw in a
better condition every year. That has involved us in
regular bank work, tree planting and management,
gravel cleaning, invertebrate monitoring (Riverfly)
and continuing engagement with the very
supportive technical experts of the Environment
Agency (EA), The Wild Trout Trust, the Southwest
Rivers Trust, the North Devon Biosphere, the
Riverfly Monitory scheme (via Devon Wildlife Trust).
We also work with other kindred groups which are
dedicated to the preservation and improvement of
our natural environment. (For example, this month
the TFC received a Pledge for Nature award from
North Devon Biosphere for the installing of six
nesting boxes on our Upper Taw river bridges).

Conservation
The TFC also engages with its landowners to seek
workable solutions of environmentally sound farm
practices. In 2021, river improvement work
including improved access, tree planting and the
placing of ‘tree kickers’ - will continue thanks to a
sixth Fisheries Improvement Programme (FIP) grant
of £3000 from our EA colleagues which is matched
by the TFC’s own cash (£1655) as well as costed
volunteer labour (£1275). Our FIP efforts this year
will be largely concentrated on the river and RHS
banks between the Brushford and Coldridge
bridges. Work by our contractors has already
started under Neil Spencer’s (TFC River Warden)
guidance.
This 2021 summer (Covid restrictions permitting),
we hope to hold two river-side seminars involving
members, specialists, landowners, and other
environmentally committed colleagues to look at:
1. How we may manage silt sedimentation (with
Richard P Smith, Environment Agency) and;
2. How we may employ local bank improvement
and stabilisation skills (with Nick Lawrence, River
Officer, Wild Trout Trust).
In addition, from later in the Spring, we would wish
to re-establish our monthly Saturday morning
riverbank workdays, again if Covid circumstances
allow us.

We need your help
Covid has meant less people on the river and
accordingly less riverbank volunteers
managing access to the river and tree
management. A recent walk along our waters
has shown that we do need to spend a
significant time to keep our waters fishable
and our riverbank access routes safe.
Much of this work has been taken on by
committee members and particularly Neil
Spencer as river warden (ably helped by
Simon King and Ian Reed). Neil has signalled
that, after several years of untiring
commitment, he wishes to do less
maintenance and planning work in the coming
season. This put the club in a quandary.
We need your help to maintain the river but
also to help organise the bank days, riverside
seminars and the continuing engagement with
landowners and conservation/fishing experts.
Much of these tasks are taken on by existing
committee members but two or three
additional volunteers to work on river and
environmental improvements would be of
huge assistance to all of us.
If you would like to join the committee or wish
to volunteer for a few hours each month then
please

contact

hello@tawfishingclub.org.

Gordon

at

TFC goes Digital
Members may have noticed the
improvements that we have
made in our us of technology.
Our

new

website

at

w w w . t a w fi s h i n g c l u b . o r g ;
Instagram @tawfishingclub; and
use of a WhatsApp group for
more

immediate

communications between
members.
While social media may not be of interest to everyone, it is
certainly a significant help in running TFC and in attracting
new members.
Digital improvements have also enabled us to streamline
our members’ fee invoicing which has brought a smile to
the face of our Treasurer/Secretary, Chris Searles.
Members’ fees were received in record time this year. We
also hope to be able to enable members to log their
fishing returns via the website and to input additional
information about fishing and catch details.
Members are also invited to contribute to the website,
instagram or WhatsApp. Attractive photos of our water,
wildlife and or riparian observations of likely interest to
fellow members are always welcome. In these
developments, and the design and managing of our digital
assets, we are indebted to committee member, Andrew
Anderson for his time and technical skills.

Catch Returns
Members’ catch returns are one important

From my own experience, the larger brown

example of how valuable local information

trout I caught (on barbless dry flies) looked in

can be in determining the condition of the

excellent condition.

river, and the success of our efforts.
The catch returns also provide very valuable
Clearly two lockdowns affected members’

information on the usage and productivity of

ability to travel and to fish. None the less, we

our waters. We intend to improve this

have some encouraging data from the 17

information in real time via our website and

members’ returns. 170 fish were caught with

WhatsApp platforms. Up-to-date information

Tremayne Water being the more popular of

on fishing conditions will be fed back to

our waters by a factor of 2:1 when compared

members. What is clear is that our waters are

to the Upper Taw beats. Encouragingly, over

relatively under-fished and that our members

one quarter of caught (and returned) wild

can, if they so wish, normally expect to fish in

trout were over 9” in size.

happy isolation.

AGM 2021
We cancelled our AGM last year but we do need
to meet in the present year. A number of rules
need updating and members do officially need to
be advised of the actions and circumstances of
the club and the work of its officers given that we
receive our members’ joining payment and annual
fees. We will be arranging an on-line Zoom AGM
meeting on Friday 12th March to commence
early evening. (The time and full details of how to
participate in a Zoom AGM will be forwarded to all
members 3 weeks prior to the meeting.). All
members are cordially invited to attend and
participate in the AGM.

Mystery object
Did you guess the identify of the mystery
object? Answer: It’s the needle on these
Simms Guide nippers

The pandemic has shown us, although TFC members really do not need telling, that
engagement with the natural environment has significant positive benefits to our physical and
mental health.
Please use the river and our fishing opportunities as much as your personal circumstances
allow. We would be delighted to see you on the river. Hopefully, in the foreseeable future, we
will be able to re-establish the social contact and the sense of camaraderie that working
together on the river in order to preserve and improve the natural environment engenders.
For many of us, a hard half-day’s bank work on our waters, followed by a lunch of locally
produced pasties washed down by Neil’s excellent home-made cider and apple juice, is the
stuff of some of our happiest memories of the club and our waters on the beautiful river Taw.
Keep safe and well.

